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Hello, it is with great excitement and joy that I greet you ahead of the
2026 ICA ClarinetFest® in Korea.

t is almost time for the much-anticipated ClarinetFest® in
Incheon, South Korea! Our festival has only once been held in
Asia, and it was over a quarter-century ago. This will be the first
time that we come together to celebrate the clarinet in Korea. I am
thankful that we can make our festival geographically accessible for members who may not have
been able to attend in recent years. With each new conference location, we are able to reach new
members and experience different cultures.

The journey to ClarinetFest® is as important and educational as the event itself. In preparation
for any trip, I try to learn as much as I can about the destination—important phrases, landmarks,
historical and political background, and what makes a place culturally distinct. I have been taking
weekly Korean lessons over the past year; it has been both fascinating and humbling. For those
of you who have started a new language or instrument as an adult, you likely understand what I
mean. P've also really enjoyed my “research” into Korean cuisine!

ClarinetFest® would not be possible without the hard work and creativity of the ICA staff and
Board. The ICA committees, competition co-ordinators, jurors, and volunteers are integral to the
success of each conference. The guest artist performers and presenters, along with all attendees,
are the heart of every ClarinetFest®. This year’s festival includes a variety of incredible concerts,
presentations, and unique events thanks to the vision and hard work of Artistic Director, Wonkak
Kim, and his Artistic Leadership Team.

Not everyone is able to travel to the annual ClarinetFests®, but the ICA offers many free events
year-round. Upcoming events such as the Lunch and Learn Series, Discover at Dinner, Clareido-
scope, New Music Weekend, ICA Enthusiasts Workshop, and more can be found on the ICA
website. If you cannot attend, you can view past events on our YouTube channel.
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1 look forward to the precious time we will share together in Korea this coming July. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Q}@wm

Catherine Wood
President, International Clarinet Association
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CLARINOTES

BASKLARINET FESTIJN:
SEPTEMBER 2025 TO FEBRUARY 2026

by Fie Schouten

‘The Basklarinet Festijn is a traveling festival
founded by bass clarinetists and Amsterdam
residents Fie Schouten and Tobias Klein. It
focuses on the versatility of the bass clari-
net—as a soloist and accompanist, as a cha-
meleon in timbre, and as a “jukebox” full
of surprising sounds. The festival presents
both established names and new talent,
with an international lineup of artists. Over
a period of six months, this fifth edition
visited seven provinces in the Netherlands
and included three performances abroad
(France and Germany), with 19 concerts
in total and one workshop. Some 14 bass
clarinetists and 17 other instrumentalists
from different nations and generations were

featured on stage, and many new composi-
tions and improvisations were performed.

Festijn is an older Dutch word which
means “a festive activity.” The Basklarinet
Festijn is more than a production of one
new project. Rather, the program has
longterm partners in different cities, and
every edition enagages new partners with
whom to collaborate. These inspiring, rich
experiences connect with audiences in di-
verse locations and environments. Each
event is different.

PREVIOUS EDITIONS

Since 2014, the Basklarinet Festijn has pre-
sented 53 concerts, 15 educational activi-
ties, and 22 world premieres in collabora-
tion with Bimhuis, November Music,

Bass clarinets at Bimhuis, Amsterdam, September 2025, from left to right: Rie Watanabe, Thomas
Jaspers, Lida Brouskari, Sofia Borges, Chris Watt, Federico Calcagno, Fie Schouten, Frank Gratkowski,
Shabnam Parvaresh, Tobias Klein, Vincent Courtois

Photo by Elisabeth Melchior

Gaudeamus Festival, Paradox, Lantaren-
Venster, and others. Audiences and critics
alike have praised the festival for its innova-
tive programming and distinctive signature.

NEW COMPOSITIONS

The Festijn always includes composition
commissions. Due to the disruption of
the pandemic, many newer works have re-
ceived limited performances in recent years.
In this year’s event, a recent trio for two bass
clarinets and cello by Jérdme Combier was
performed three times and recorded for the
first time. In addition, we collaborated with
the Utrecht-based Gaudeamus Festival,
a festival featuring young composers and
makers. We presented new bass clarinet

duos by the Canadian/Polish (and Neth-

Bowing in the Orgelpark, Amsterdam, February
2026, from left to right: Bart van Dongen, Tobias
Klein, Fie Schouten, Silvia Castillo, Femke van
den Bergh, Germaine Sijstermans
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erlands-based) composer Philip Przybylo
and the Romanian composer Bianca Diana
Popa. Both works were performed multiple
times during the fifth Basklariner Festijn.

HERITAGE HARRY SPARNAAY

In November 2025, I visited Silvia Castillo,
Harry Sparnaay’s widow. Together with
my son, I set off with two empty suitcases
to bring sheet music, documents, pho-
tos, cassettes, and documentation back to
the Netherlands. I am in contact with the
Nederlands Muziek Instituut based in The
Hague. They have collections from com-
posers, but also from special and innovative
musicians. It will be given a place there,
and after all is scanned, the material will
be made publicly accessible. Silvia Castillo
still lives in Lloret near Barcelona where
she lived with Harry for 10 years, after first
living together in Amsterdam for 10 years.
Silvia is Argentinean and an organist.

At the moment of this writing, the very
last concert of the fifth Basklarinet Festijn
is still ahead of us. It takes place at the
Amsterdam Orgelpark, a wonderful venue
with many exellent organs, and a partner
of our initiative for 10 years. This made
the beautiful occasion of inviting Silvia
and performing two pieces with her writ-
ten for her and Harry Sparnaay special,
with emotional value. And in the same
concert my former student is also playing,
somehow three generations. Also, compos-
ers of different generations will be present.
Following the nature of our initiative not
only fully composed music will be heard,
buct also (structured) improvisations. Tobias
Klein on bass clarinet will share the stage
with Bart van Dongen.

When we played in 2012 with Harry in
Bethaniénklooster Amsterdam (me, Tobias,
Oguz Biiytikberber, Petra Stump-Linshalm,
Laura Carmichael, Lothar Ohl-meier, and

CLARINET DAYS IN TURKIYE:
THE ANATOLIAN CLARINET CONNECTION

by Yagizcan Keskin

The Ankara Music and Fine Arts University
hosted “Clarinet Days 2026” on March 27-
30, 2026, bringing together participants
from across Tiirkiye. This marked the first
time in 19 years that such a comprehensive
clarinet-focused gathering has been orga-
nized in Tiirkiye.

The event included 23 active partici-
pants and 17 passive participants, with a
total of 51 lessons conducted throughout
the program. The lessons were given by
Yagizcan Keskin (Lecturer at Ankara Music
and Fine Arts University), Cagdas Engin
(Lecturer at Istanbul University State Con-
servatory), and Onur Ustabas (Assistant
Principal Clarinet of the Presidential
Symphony Orchestra). In addition, three
seminars were held on consecutive days,
covering the following topics: “Mozart and
Anton Stadler,” “Articulation Techniques in
Clarinet Performance,” and “Stage Anxi-
ety.” The opening concert featured Anato-
lian Clarinet Connection, while the closing
concert presented a clarinet choir com-
posed of the active participants.

With the support of Keylan Music
Store, the official distributor of Buffet
Crampon in Tirkiye, a stand was set up
where participants had the opportunity to
try various clarinets and clarinet accessories.
Additionally, the bass instruments used in
the clarinet choir were generously provided
by the Istanbul Clarinet Choir.

N

1--

Ainhoa Miranda), Harry said: “In 2014
I'll become 70 and I will stop playing the
bass clarinet, I had enough of practicing, I'll
just touch the tenor saxophone for fun. So
please organize a party!”

This we did in the form of the first
edition of the Basklarinet Festijn, April
2014, with Harry and 11 bass clarinetists
on stage. With Tobias, my fellow “motor”
in this matter and husband, I am already
brainstorming of what to do as a next edi-
tion. Although it is kind of “start from
scratch” every time, there is a warm com-
munity of fellow bass clarinetists and other
friends—colleagues without whom such a
thing couldn’t take place. It is great to con-
tinue the work of Harry, a hard worker, fol-
lowing in his footsteps, yet making our own
path. Like when one has children, you don’t
want copies of yourself, or at least I don't!

Anatolian Clarinet Connection (2024),
the sponsor of the event, is an ensemble
dedicated to expanding the artistic and
cultural presence of the clarinet through in-
novative projects, concerts, and educational
initiatives. The group focuses on both clas-
sical repertoire and contemporary works,
often exploring interdisciplinary collabo-

Anatolian Clarinet Connection performing at Clarinet Days 2026
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